Following the accidental finding of inclusion bodies similar to Anaplasma platys in a stained blood smear from a cat, DNA analysis of the 16S rRNA gene was performed and 100% identity was found with different strains of A. platys. These data confirm that cats are susceptible to parasitism by A. platys.
obligate intracellular gram-negative bacteria from the family Anaplasmataceae (10) that causes Infectious Canine Cyclic Thrombocytopenia (ICCT), possibly transmitted through the bite of infected brown ticks Rhipicephalus sanguineus (24) . This rickettsia has been described mainly in dogs in various regions of the world, such as Brazil (22) , Spain (20) , Japan (17) and others (14, 3) , but Anaplasma-like bodies in platelets of cats and humans have been described in Brazil (23) and Venezuela (29) , respectively.
Rickettsiae that infect felines are not very well characterized. However, E. canis DNA has been detected in blood of domestic cats in North America (2) and recently in Trinidad by reverse line blot hybridization (13) . Moreover, experimental infection of cats by Neorickettsia risticii (formerly Ehrlichia risticii) has been described (8) .
In the present study, a natural infection by A. platys in a cat is reported for the first time in the state of Pernambuco, in northeastern Brazil, using molecular tools to confirm the identity of the pathogen. Blood-borne pathogens in domestic cats have been attracting the attention of researchers (11, 27, 13, 28) . With the use of molecular tools, a large number of pathogens previously recognized only as parasites of dogs have also been detected in domestic cats (2, 25) . Recently, molecular studies (11, 28) supported by serological data (1, 27) have been conducted for the detection of a variety of tick-borne pathogens in cats.
However, no success has been achieved in the amplification of DNA from Anaplasma and Ehrlichia organisms. In three recent studies with this aim (11, 27, 28) , only one animal (1/100) was positive for Ehrlichia/Anaplasma in Spain (Barcelona region) (28) . In another study, despite a seroprevalence of 10.6% and Detection of A. platys in cat 4.9% for E. canis and Anaplasma phagocytophilum, respectively, DNA from these pathogens was not detected in any of the animals analyzed (1). It has been proposed that the discrepancy in prevalence between serological and molecular studies may result from a failure in PCR sensitivity due to the elimination of or reduction in bacteremia following drug administration and/or the action of the host immune system (28) . However, the poor specificity of many serological tests should be considered (19) .
The detection of A. platys inclusion bodies in platelets of species other than dogs is seldom described. However, in a study carried in Venezuela, Ehrlichia sp was found in the platelets of 12 humans in a group of 87 HIV-positive patients through a microscopic examination of stained buffy coats (29) .
Recently, DNA from A. platys was detected through PCR followed by sequencing analysis in a goat in Cyprus (4). In 
